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Intensive Bioethics Course 33
Decisionmaking & Choices in 

the 21st Century    
June 4 – 9, 2007

Sponsored by 
The Joseph P. and Rose F. Kennedy Institute of Ethics

Georgetown University, Washington, DC

“... integrating ethical theory with practice ...”

Our esteemed faculty include: Tom Beauchamp, James 
Childress, Edmund Pellegrino, Robert Veatch 

&  LeRoy Walters.

Addtional educational opportunities include:  Library Proseminar; 
Bioethics Movie Night; Feminist Bioethics &  Clinical Research Ethics.

Tuition:  $1,500 full rate; $1,200 (group rate, 5 or more);  
limited scholarships available.

 

Intensive Bioethics Course 33 Registration Form
Decisionmaking and Choices in the 21st Century  

Tuition fees include course materials, lecture and small group attendance, special topics, continuing education credits, breakfasts and lunches,  
an opening night reception and a Saturday evening dinner event. Other dinners and lodging are not included.

(For scholarship consideration, please fill out the Scholarship Registration Application Form available on our website and return NOT LATER than March 16, 
2007.)

Please mail or fax (202-687-8089) this form by May 16, 2007
Course Coordinator, Georgetown University, Kennedy Institute of Ethics, Box 571212, 416 Healy Hall, Washington, DC 20057-1212 

  

First Name                                                  Last Name                                                            *Degree Titles  

*Name as you want it to appear on your Name Badge                                                   Social Security Number                   

Mailing Address   PLEASE MAIL ALL MY MATERIALS  TO THE ADDRESS BELOW:   This is my         Home                Office address

Address 1  

Address 2

Address 3

*City                                                                     *State                                                                    Postal Code  /   Country 

Phone (Home or Work) Circle one                FAX  (Home or Work)              E-mail Address (Home or Work) 

*Affiliation      *Items with asterisks will appear on name badge.

Please specify any special requirements you may have (i.e., accessibility in accordance with ADA regulations, dietary, etc.). 
Requests for special assistance/ meals/ interpreters must be received in writing along with your application.                  

I will be applying for:

 CME Credit
 Nursing Credit

I will be attending the Monday June 4 
Library Proseminar; Additional $125 materials fee

 9:00 - 11:00 am
 1:00 - 3:00 pm

Payment Amount   
Regular Tuition - $1500   
Full payment of tuition is due no later than May 16, 2007.

Group Member Tuition    
 ($1200 each for group of 5 or more, upon approval) 

      
No refunds will be given after May 1, 2007.  
  

  
  Amount Enclosed

     My deposit of $500 is enclosed.
   My Library Proseminar fee of $125.00 is enclosed.
   My full payment of $ __________________ is enclosed. 
  
  Payment Method

  A check for $ ________________   is enclosed. Checks must be made 
   payable   to Kennedy Institute of Ethics, Georgetown University.

  Charge $____________to my      VISA     MASTERCARD

  Credit Card #________/________/________/________

  Credit Card Expiration Date  _______ / ___ 

  Name on Credit Card _______________

  Signature  ________________________________________

                                                                      Georgetown University   Kennedy Institute of Ethics    Intensive Bioethics Course  33    June 4-9, 2007

                                          http://kennedyinstitute.georgetown.edu  IBC 33CME, Continuing Education and Nursing Credits
This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance 
with the Essential Areas and policies of the  Accreditation Council 
for Continuing Medical Education through the joint sponsorship 
of Georgetown University Hospital and the Georgetown 
University Kennedy Institute of Ethics. The Georgetown 
University Hospital is accredited by the ACCME to provide 
continuing medical education for physicians. 

The Georgetown University Hospital designates this educational 
activity for a maximum of 28.5 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)TM.  
Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the 
extent of their  participation in the activity. 

The Maryland Nurses Association has approved this activity for 
42 contact hours of continuing education credits.

Georgetown University’s School of Summer and Continuing 
Education will award CEUs for attendance at the course.

Air and Rail Transportation
Washington, DC is serviced by Reagan National Airport 
(approximately 20-minute ride by car or metro). Dulles and 
Baltimore-Washington International Airports are within one 
hour.  Washington, DC is served by AMTRAK and MARC trains 
into Union Station.

Hotel
A block of rooms is being held for IBC participants at the the Savoy 
Suites for $169 per night (plus tax), http://www.SavoySuites.com 
or telephone: 1-202-337-9700,  and the Holiday Inn Georgetown 
for $179 per night (plus tax), http://www.higeorgetown.com or 
telephone: 1-202-338-3120. Deadlines for these rates are May 4 
for the Savoy Suites and May 15 for the Holiday Inn.

Accommodations must be booked individually at local hotels 
and we recommend early reservations due to the number of 
competing events in the metropolitan area during this period. 
Costs generally range from $180-250 per night.

Parking
On-campus parking may be paid on a daily basis. Please go to 
the transportation website for further details:
http://otm.georgetown.edu

Public Transportation
Metrorail: Washington’s Metro is a clean, convenient subway 
system. The three closest stops to Georgetown are all a half-hour 
walk or a short taxi ride away: Rosslyn — directly across from the 
Key Bridge in Virginia; Foggy Bottom — near Washington 
Circle (Pennsylvania Avenue and 23rd Street, NW); and Dupont 
Circle. Participants may use the free GU shuttle bus to/from the 
Rosslyn and Dupont Circle metro stops. 

Tuition
Tuition for the course is $1,500, payable by deposit of $500 with 
the balance paid in full not later than May 16, 2007. Personal 
or institutional checks are preferred; purchase orders and Visa/
MasterCard are accepted. Checks should be made payable to 
the Kennedy Institute of Ethics, Georgetown University.

Group rates for parties of 5+ may be arranged through the 
Course Coordinator.   

A LIMITED number of scholarships are available. Scholarship 
Registation Application Forms may be found on our website; 
they MUST be received, along with the additional information 
requested, NOT LATER than March 16, 2007!

Tuition fees include course materials, lecture and small group 
attendance, continuing education credits, breakfasts and 
lunches, opening night reception and Saturday evening 
dinner event at the Robert and Bernice Wagner Alumni House. 
Other dinners and lodging are not included.

For more information, please e-mail the Course Coordinator, 
schofies@georgetown.edu or call (202) 687-8099 between 9:00 
am and 5:00 pm, EST. 
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Feminist Bioethics

In this session, we will look at a 
variety of ways in which attention 
to issues of gender can provide 
insight in bioethics.  Issues include 
both applied questions about the 
treatment of women in medicine, 
from the beginning to end of life, 
as well as, ways in which feminist 
theory, more generally, might 
inform the theory we use in all 
of bioethics.  We will include 
topics in health care ethics, issues 
surrounding gestation, autonomy 
and the ethics of care.

Bioethics Movie 
Night

Bioethics Movie Night presents 
an opportunity for participants to 
view selected clips from our diverse 
collection of bioethics videos.  
Video selections are chosen to 
highlight resources appropriate to 
enrich course syllabi, to promote 
group discussion and/or to inform 
ethics committees. A detailed 
schedule will be distributed at the 
IBC along with handouts which 
will focus on resources useful 
for identifying and acquiring 
bioethics-related videos.

Clinical Research 
Ethics

This session will help participants 
to understand the basis for 
current ethical analysis of research 
involving humans.  Its focus will 
be on the questions of how and 
why ethical analysis of research 
involving humans has differed 
from the ethical analysis of other 
human activities which involve 
exposing some to risks for the 
benefit of others. Participants will 
discuss the extent to which these 
proposed differences explain the 
variations in ethical analysis.
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Decisionmaking and Choices in the 21st Century 

Kennedy Institute of Ethics, June 4 - 9, 2007
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is one of the world’s premier institutes for research in bioethics. Situated 
on the historic campus of Georgetown University, the Institute brings 
together leading scholars and the finest library dedicated to the field.     

The course is designed to address the most challenging topics in health 
care ethics. It provides the opportunity for participants from different 
disciplines to come together to explore the theoretical framework and 
practical issues of bioethics with a distinguished faculty.  Lectures and 
panel discussions are paired with small group discussions, allowing in-
depth exploration of issues and personal interactions. The course is truly 
intensive, with much of the intellectual interchange taking place over shared 
meals and in extra additional education opportunity discussions.

Specific aims for the course are to introduce participants to the 
philosophical underpinnings of bioethics and current major topics 
in the field, and to provide them with skills to define and describe 
various principles of and approaches to bioethics in medical 

practice, law and public policy. Participants will understand and be 
able to demonstrate bioethical principles within a solid framework of 
decisionmaking in clinical, research, and policy settings.

While on campus, course participants enjoy full access to the National 
Reference Center for Bioethics Literature, the world’s largest collection 
of bioethics resources. A committed staff of librarians is available to assist 
course participants with bibliographical searches for their research. They 
also offer a series of invaluable training sessions for those interested in  
learning how to access bioethics databases and the burgeoning resources 
available on the Internet and World Wide Web. 

Your attendance will begin an ongoing relationship with the Institute 
and its resources. Course participants receive a one-year membership to 
the Kennedy Institute Member’s Program; membership benefits include 
a subscription to the Kennedy Institute of Ethics Journal, and invitations 
to  various events throughout the year open to members.

Library Proseminar
Jump-start your research and reading and make the most of your time at the IBC! 

The National Reference Center for Bioethics Literature (NRCBL) is home 
to an unparalleled collection of bioethics literature. The reference 
staff of this library, the world’s oldest and largest of its kind, offer 
IBC participants a pre-conference seminar on bioethics resources and 
reference services to enhance their research, writing, teaching, and 
clinical practice. The proseminar program will introduce attendees 
to the collection, train them in the use of associated online bioethics 
databases, and highlight resources available to them onsite and 
online. 

The library’s holdings include – in addition to more than 250,000 books 
and articles – archival materials from federal bioethics commissions, 
videos and documentaries, course syllabi, and several special 
collections, such as the Kampelman Collection of Jewish Ethics 
and the Rose F. Kennedy Collection on Women, Infants, and 
Children.  Almost 500 journal and newsletter titles are available. 

The computer-based Proseminar format will 

• permit library staff to demonstrate search strategies and tips for several 
free, web databases containing bioethics information (e.g., PubMed, 
NLM Catalog,  ETHX on the Web, and Genetics and Ethics); 

• offer participants hands-on reinforcement of training in techniques 
to retrieve bioethics information from these databases, including 
crafting a precise search strategy using the library’s unique numeric 
classification scheme; and

• provide attendees with the opportunity to try  search approaches 
online. 

An individual consultation that you may schedule with a reference 
librarian during the course of the week allows each proseminar 
participant to obtain additional individualized help in identifying 
resources and developing search strategies for primary research 
interests.   Each registrant will receive an extensive Searcher’s Manual 
prepared by the staff:  Bioethics Searcher’s Guides: Using National 
Library of Medicine and National Reference Center for Bioethics 
Literature Databases. 

Two core symposia are offered: Monday, June 4, 2007 from 9 to 11 
am OR from 1-3 pm. Consultations with librarians may be scheduled 
throughout the week. The Library Proseminar requires pre-registration 
and an additional fee of $125.00.   Space is limited!  Sign up for the 
session of your choice on the Registration Form.  

Tom Beauchamp, Ph.D. ,  is Professor of Philosophy at 
Georgetown University.  In 1976, he joined the staff of the 
National Commission for the Protection of Human Subjects 
of Biomedical and Behavioral Research, where he wrote the 
bulk of the Belmont Report.  He is a noted scholar of the 
18th c. Scottish philosopher, David Hume.  With James F. 
Childress, Ph.D., Tom authored the seminal work (and the IBC 
course book), Principles of Biomedical Ethics, now in its 5th 
edition.  His research interests are in the history of modern 
philosophy and practical ethics, in particular biomedical and 
business ethics.

James F. Childress, Ph.D., is the Hollingsworth Professor of 
Ethics and Professor of Medical Education at the University 
of Virginia, where he directs the Institute for Practical Ethics. 
In 1990 he was named Professor of the Year in the state of 
Virginia by the Council for the Advancement and Support 
of Education. He is the author of numerous articles and 
several books, including Principles of Biomedical Ethics with 
Tom Beauchamp, Practical Reasoning in Bioethics, Who Should 
Decide? Paternalism in Health Care and Priorities in Biomedical 
Ethics.  He was a member of the presidentially-appointed 
National Bioethics Advisory Commission.

John Keown, D. Phil., Ph.D., holds the Rose F. Kennedy Chair 
in Christian Ethics at the Kennedy Institute of Ethics.  With a 
degree in law from the University of Cambridge, he received 
his doctorate from the University of Oxford.  His research has 
been cited widely, in particular by the U.S. Supreme Court 
(in its decision on physician-assisted suicide), by the English 
Court of Appeal in the conjoined twins case of 2000); and 
by the House of Lords Select Committee on Medical Ethics.  
He recently authored Considering Physician Assisted Suicide 
(2006). 

Maggie O. Little, Ph.D., the IBC Course Director, is a 
philosopher with graduate degrees from the University of 
Oxford and UC-Berkeley.  A member of the Institute since 
1994, she has published on a broad range of topics in ethics, 
from moral epistemology and moral realism to applied issues 
in bioethics.  She has written on surrogate motherhood, 
abortion, method in moral theory, and the objectivity of 
ethics.  Her publications include Abortion, Intimacy and the 
“Duty” to Gestate, and she is co-editor of a book with Brad 
Hooker, Moral Particularism.

Edmund Pellegrino, M.D., is Professor Emeritus of Medicine 
and Medical Ethics at the Center for Clinical Bioethics at 
Georgetown University Medical Center. In fall 2005, Dr. 
Pellegrino was appointed as the Chair of the President’s 
Council on Bioethics. Dr. Pellegrino has authored over 550 
published items in medical science, philosophy, and ethics 
and is a member of numerous editorial boards.  He is the 
author or co-author of 19 books, and the founding editor 
of the Journal of Medicine and Philosophy.  Dr. Pellegrino has 

been awarded 46 honorary doctorates, in addition to other 
honors and awards. 

Gopal Sreenivasan, Ph.D., has interests in the research and 
analysis of the various social determinants of health and their 
relation to justice. As Canada Research Chair in Justice and 
Health Care at the University of Toronto, Dr. Sreenivasan is 
using principles of moral philosophy to help improve health 
and health care within Canada and around the world.

Robert M. Veatch, Ph.D., is Professor of Medical Ethics at 
Georgetown University.  He writes extensively on medical 
ethics, including pharmacy and nursing ethics.  He is the 
Senior Editor of the Kennedy Institute of Ethics Journal and the 
Newsletter on Ethics and Intellectual Disability.  He frequently 
serves as an expert witness in cases of medical ethics, and 
may be best known as the ethics consultant in the case of 
Baby K. He has worked extensively in areas of death and 
dying, human experimentation, and organ transplantation. 
Among many other books, he is the author of Transplantation 
Ethics and The Basics of Bioethics.

LeRoy Walters, Ph.D., is the Joseph P. Kennedy Professor 
of Christian Ethics at the Kennedy Institute of Ethics. He is 
a former director of the Institute, with special interests in 
ethical issues in eugenics, human genetics, and international 
stem cell research policies. He teaches courses on “Ethics and 
Human Genetics”,  “Eugenics and Ethics,” and “Ethics and the 
Holocaust.”  His most recent books include co-authoring with 
Tom Beauchamp, Contemporary Issues in Bioethics, and The 
Ethics of Human Gene Therapy with Julie Gage Palmer.

Robin L. West, J.D., has written extensively on gender 
issues and feminist legal theory, jurisprudence and legal 
philosophy, and law and literature. Professor West came to 
the Georgetown University Law Center from the University 
of Maryland Law School, where she was professor of law 
and taught Constitutional Law, Contracts, Legal Methods, 
Jurisprudence, Law and Literature, and a Maryland Legal 
Theory Workshop. She has been a visiting professor at 
the University of Chicago and Stanford Law Schools, the 
Cleveland-Marshall College of Law at Cleveland State 
University, and, most recently, at the Law Center. 
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Some comments from past participants:       

LECTURES      “Brilliant talk, which joined philosophy concepts with bioethics, and led to contextual, educational lessons for today’s 
world.”  . . . “The presentation greatly helped to clarify the autonomy issue which is often very controversial.  This provides additional 
critical thinking in my clinical research.” . . . “I was able to identify practical issues in the community and how to apply basic principles in 
trying to address them.  The cases were very relevant to what was learned.” . . .“The best lecture — presented relevant examples of racism 
and gender disparity in healthcare. “…Completely engaging—I came away with a thorough understanding of the role of caring and its 
place in moral deliberations.”

SMALL GROUP SESSIONS   “Developed group cohesiveness fairly quickly, kept group participating and respected answers. “  . . . 
“Thought the small groups were maybe the best part. Loved the interchanges!”

OTHER COMMENTS     “... the Q & A periods were just right.  A number of individuals took advantage of the availability of presenters 
after the session.” . . . “It was helpful to hear some “stories behind the stories” of major Bioethics issues. “ . . .“Networking was terrific!”

 Course Lecturers

 Small Group Leaders will include. . .
Laura J. Bishop, Ph.D.,  Research Associate, Kennedy Institute 
of Ethics, Georgetown University

Alisa Carse, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Georgetown 
University, Department of Philosophy

Jennifer S. Hawkins, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, University 
of Toronto

Madison Powers, J.D., D.Phil., Director, Kennedy Institute 
of Ethics , Georgetown University

Monday June 4 9:00 - 11:00 am or  Library Proseminars Bioethics Library, Healy 102
 1:00 - 3:00 pm
 4:00 pm Welcome and Overview  ICC Auditorium
 4:15 - 5:15 pm Introduction to Bioethics  ICC Auditorium
   Maggie O. Little
 5:15 - 5:30 pm Break
 5:30 - 6:30 pm Small Group Discussion ICC assigned classrooms
 6:45 - 7:45 pm Cocktail Party Dahlgren Quadrangle

Tuesday June 5 7:30 - 8:45 am Breakfast  Copley Formal Lounge  
 9:00  - 10:30 am Autonomy ICC Auditorium
   James F. Childress
 10:30 - 10:45 am Break
 10:45 - 11:45 am Small Group Discussion ICC assigned classrooms
 12:00 Noon - 1:15 pm   Lunch   Copley Formal Lounge
 1:30 - 3:00 pm Beneficence and Nonmaleficence ICC Auditorium
   Tom Beauchamp
 3:00 - 3:15 pm Break
 3:15 - 4:15 pm Small Group Discussion ICC assigned classrooms

Wednesday June 6 7:30 - 8:45 am Breakfast  Copley Formal Lounge 
 9:00 - 10:30 am Public Health, Legislative Duties, and  ICC Auditorium
   Constitutional Law in Katrina’s Wake  
   Robin West
 10:30 - 10:45 am Break
 10:45 - 11:45 am Small Group Discussion ICC assigned classrooms
 12:00 Noon - 1:15 pm    Lunch    Copley Formal Lounge 
 1:30 - 3:00 pm Justice and Global Health  ICC Auditorium 
   Gopal Sreenivasan
 3:00 - 3:15 pm Break
 3:15 - 4:15 pm Small Group Discussion ICC assigned classrooms
 7:00 - 9:00 pm Bioethics Movie Night TBA 

Thursday June 7 7:30 - 8:45 am Breakfast  Copley Formal Lounge 
 9:00 - 10:30 am Death and Dying After Terri Schiavo ICC Auditorium 
   Robert M. Veatch
 10:30 - 10:45 am Break
 10:45 - 11:45 am Small Group Discussion ICC assigned classrooms

 12:00 Noon - 1:15 pm    Lunch   Copley Formal Lounge

Special Topics: 1:30 - 2:30 pm Clinical Research Ethics TBA
   Jennifer Hawkins
 3:00 - 4:00 pm Feminist Bioethics  TBA
   Maggie O. Little

Affinity Groups 4:30 – 6:30 pm Pediatrics  TBA
   International Perspectives TBA
   Nursing  TBA

Friday June 8 7:30 - 8:45 am Breakfast  Copley Formal Lounge 
 9:00 - 10:30 am The Euthanasia Debate ICC Auditorium
   John Keown  
 10:30 - 10:45 am Break
 10:45 - 11:45 am Small Group Discussion ICC assigned classrooms

 12:00 Noon - 1:15 pm    Lunch   Copley Formal Lounge 
FREE AFTERNOON/EVENING

Saturday June 9 7:30 - 8:45 am Breakfast  Copley Formal Lounge   
 9:00 - 10:30 am Human Embryonic Stem Cell Research: ICC Auditorium
   An Intercultural Perspective  
   LeRoy Walters
 10:30 - 10:45 am Break
 10:45 - 11:45 am Small Group Discussion ICC assigned classrooms
 12:00 Noon - 1:15 pm    Lunch    Copley Formal Lounge 
 1:30 - 3:00 pm Virtue Ethics  ICC Auditorium 
   Edmund Pellegrino
 3:00 - 3:15 pm Break
 3:15 - 4:15 pm Small Group Discussion ICC assigned classrooms
 6:30 - 9:30 pm  Dinner Event (with guests) Robert and Bernice Wagner 
      Alumni House
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